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Highlights in Galesburg History 



’Tis said political corruption named Galesburg. George L. 
Gale came to Michigan in the fall of 1836. Traveling along 
the Kalamazoo, he was attracted by a site for a mill. A man 
wont to act quickly, he located, hired men, began the construc- 
tion of a mill race and after months of assurance and a de- 
creasing amount of money, literally went broke. After exer- 
cising what influence he had left, he persuaded the few settlers 
to name the settlement Galesburg. William Harris, who had 
wealth and affluence, claimed corruption was used to name the 
village which by right was to have been Harrisburg. We will 
let descendants of these worthy gentlemen judge as to the cor- 
rectness of the statement. 

A settlement means, buildings both for habitation, business, 
worship, and education. The first building in Galesburg above 
the log cabin order was a frame structure erected in 1836 by 
Philip Gray. It was later used as a store by Schroder & Olin. 
This building was for many years known as “Gray’s Castle,” 
being the only frame building in the hamlet. This structure 
served as a dwelling, store, church and even gave a room for 
education. 

Passing over that period of struggle of our ancestors to 
maintain a village amid the primitive surroundings, we find in 
1880 a flourishing town of seven hundred population, drawing 
from many miles around for its custom. The Civil War had 
called and the call had been answered, many of Galesburg’s 
sons marched away and some never again trode the village 
streets under the maples. 

The business of the village included : two hotels, two general 
stores, two drug stores, two groceries, a bank, a meat market, 
a furniture store, an undertaking establishment, a book store, 
a harness shop, two hardware stores, two millinery shops, a 
bake shop, a barber shop, a cigar and confectionery store, a 
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Rugs of Quality 

To get the most artistic results in ar- 
ranging a pretty home is not always a 
great expense, but it is necessary to 
have a foundation of good, tasty color- 
ings to build on. Richardson’s Super- 
lative Rugs are made on the most ar- 
tistic lines, and they certainly make 
your home look cozy. Your satisfaction 
will be great and lasting— long after the 
low price we ask is forgotten. Let us 
show you. 

LINOLEUM has been on the market over 
30 years, yet it is only in recent years 
that its full worth has been recognized. 
Richardson’s- Linoleum u a Sanitary, 

Durable and Reasonably Priced Floor 
Covering. Your pleasure to see — our 
pleasure to show, Richardson’s Superla- 
tive Floor Covering. Quality and price 
unsurpassed. 

See us first for your Home Furnish- 
ings. Full line of up-to-date furniture, 
Beds, Springs, Mattresses, Window 
Shades, Draperies* Curtain Poles, Con- 
goleum Rugs, Rug Borders, etc., etc. 
See these reliable articles at 

EARLE S. WILSON 

Home Furnishings, Funeral Director and Embalmer 
Conscientious Service and Courteous Sympathy 
Beil Phones 8 and $6 Galesburg, Mich. 




SHAFTER’S BIRTHPLACE 



HIGHLIGHTS— Continued 



shoe store, a restaurant, a livery barn, and two blacksmith shops. 
Four practicing physicians, two lawyers and a dentist were the 
professional men of that period. 

The newspaper of the time was The Enterprise , a modest 
weekly. When a rival paper was started in 1891 by Henry 
Ford, J. B. Smiley, publisher of the former sheet sold out to 
Mr. Ford and a semi-weekly resulted. This paper is now being 
published in the village under the editorship of R. D. Bibbins, 
a newcomer from St. Joseph. 

The village now had four churches — Adventist, Baptist, 
Methodist and Congregational. 

The school system had risen from a one-room education 
center, holding school in the winter months only when the youth 
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CHASE & SANBORN 

High Grade Coffee 
and 

“SEAL” Brand 

Tea 

NEW FALL SHOES 

At 



Schroder, G alesburg 



THE BAKERY 

Galesburg tread for 
Galesburg People 

Yours truly, 

W. ), SMITH, Baker 

Grocers Deliver 




HIGHLIGHTS— Continued 

of the village were not needed on the farms, to an institution 
employing six teachers and located in a two-story brick struc- 
ture erected in the Ws. The school was now graded and had 
graduated its first class under Superintendent Ross Ingersol in 
18 7 6. As an addition to its equipment, it was presented in 1899 
with the “William J. Schroder Memorial Laboratory Equipment.” 

The annual report of School District No. 3, Township of 
Comstock, made in, 1845, gives the following data: Number of 
pupils who attended school during the year, 88; number of teach- 
ers, 2, Rufus S. Clapp and Emma Jane Whitford, the former re- 
ceived twenty dollars per month and board, and the latter four 
and one-third dollars and board ; number of months school was 
in session, 8; number of private or select schools in the dis- 
trict, 4. 

Galesburg, the old crossing of the Indian trails and famous 
halting point for travelers to Saint Joseph and the wilds of Fort 



THE MEi H ODIST CHURCH 
Erected in 1871 



CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
Erected in 1861 
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Auto Livery & Feed Barn 

Teaming and Contracting 

SEE US WHEN YOU HAVE HORSES TO 
BUY OR SELL 

Galesburg Livery and 
Horse Market 



Stoughton Livery Barn 

W, F, Solomon & Son, Prop. 
GALESBURG, MICHIGAN 
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HIGHLIGHTS-Continued 



Dearborn, had proven a good hotel town. Two houses catered 
to the public in the ’80’s and ’90’s, and one was added in 1900. 
The Bennett House, erected in the Ws, and by the way this was. 
a historic place. The fact that three people had committed sui- 
cide there and one died from rifle wounds added to its notoriety. 
The Galesburg House, known as the “Old Brick,” erected later, 
which stood on the corner of Main and Pearl Streets, and was 
moved in 1886 to the east side of the village, giving way for 
the Corey Block, a fine brick block. The “W]arren House” was 
erected on. East Battle Creek St, in 1900, by H. H. Warren. It 
now stands, the only hotel in the village. 

As a manufacturing town, Galesburg has never prospered 
although at different times, the Gold Medal Remedy Co., two 
canning factories, a windmill factory, a foundry and Blake 
Bros. Stock Food Co. have manufactured here. 

In 1844 “The Old Red Mill,” a “grist” and flour mill, was 
built in the village on the race that George L. Gale had started. 
The mill still stands and is now operated by steam power. 

Harry Noble, the four-year-old Stallion belonging to W. S. 
Kirby of the Valley Stock Farm, held the world’s record, 2:17^4, 
in 1889. He took it that year in St. Louis, Mo. The horse died 
in 1891 The Sporting blood of the village was often roused, 
for many races were run on the track on the Kirby {arm. The 
grounds were also used for athletic sports because of the large 
grand stand accommodating several hundred people. The track 
was broken up into fields in 190'5 and the grand stand torn 
down. 

In 1892 the Masonic Temple was built on East Main Street. 
Besides the Masonic Lodge, the village now boasted the follow- 
ing fraternal and social orders: Galesburg Cornet Band, W. C. 
T. U., Galesburg Lyceum, G. A. R., Knights and Ladies of the 
Maccabees, K. of P.’s, Rebekah’s and Ladies’ Library. 

In ’98 Galesburg High School put out a football team that 
was a record holder. It became victorious throughout the 
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D. J. HAYES 

Harness Shoe Repairing 

GALESBURG, MICH. 



TV7E wish to take this oppor- 
tunity of thanking the people 
of Galesburg for their patronage, 

COVILLE BROS/ 

MEATS 

GROCERIES 
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HIGHUGHTS-Con tinned 

county, playing many larger schools. A cut of that team is 
shown on this page. Do you know them? 

1900 seemed a year of modernizing. A new brick building 
was built on Pearl Street by the village to be used as a village 
hall, jail, and fire station. The same year, the Michigan Trac- 
tion Co. laid its tracks through Galesburg. The first car went 
over the tracks the Fourth of ‘July. That year the oil lights 
lighting the streets gave way to electric lights. Many homes 
were wired for electricity. 

The Michigan Central came through the village in 1850, thus 
giving easy access to the nearby towns of Kalamazoo and Bat- 
tle Creek. 




CHAMPION FOOTBALL TEAM OF 5 98 
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No-Stuck Tire Chains 



NOTE THE WING 




Ate the best Chains made 
to take a car through either 
Mud, Sand or Snow under 
the worst road conditions. 
The Gripping and Traction 
power make the NO- 
STUCK CHAINS depend- 
able in all Emergencies. 
Have a set in the car and 
avoid being stuck. NO- 
STUCK CHAINS are put 
up in cloth bags six to set, 
three for each rear wheel. 
If not for sale at your deal- 
er’s, order from the factory 
or Kalamazoo Chain Com- 
pany' — Office, Hotel Rick- 
man, Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Orders filled the same 
day received. 

PRICE LIST 



Size of Tire 


Set of Six 


3^4 


$7.00 


4 


7.50 


4^ 


8.00 


5 


8.50 



Mannfac ured by 

Galesburg Chain Company 

GALESBURG, MI rt. 
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HIGHLIGHTS— Continued 



In 1904, in consequence of the double tracking of the Michi- 
gan Central Railroad, a part of a high wooden bridge that the 
Michigan Traction Company had built over that road was re- 
moved and in its place a steel bridge, which for strength and 
engineering triumph is unsurpassed in this part of the state. 
This bridge is eight hundred feet long and more than twenty- 
two feet above the rails below. 

The first automobile in Galesburg drove through the streets 
in 1907. It was owned by Dr. Arthur Burroughs. 

(Continued on Page 17) 
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WELCOME 

Let the Ivy Lunch be 
your host. 

L. R. FLINT, 

EATS PROPRIETOR 

DRINKS 

SMOKES 



THE LADIES’ SHOP 

GALESBURG, MICH, 

Showing an Up-to-date and Complete 
Line of 

Ladies' and Children's Foot> 
wear, Hosiery, Underwear, 
Housedresses, Coverall 
Aprons and Domestics. 

MARGARET SMITH 
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Program for the Day 



9 :00 A. m. 

9 : 15 a. m. 
9 :45 a. M. 

10:00 a. m. 

11 :00 a. m. 
11 : 15 a. M. 

11 :30 a. m. 



Grand Assembly of Home-Comers and Old Settlers 
Heralded by Bugle Calls and Fife and Drum Corps 
Band 

Address of Welcome Rev. O. J. Golden 

Short Program 

Story Hour — Reminiscence of Long Ago. Intensely 
Interesting Tales and Folk-lore of Early Michigan 
Related by the Guests. 

Band 

Viewing of Old-Time Relics — Souvenirs of Pioneer 
and Civil War Days 

Hand-Shaking, Visiting and Luncheon Under the 
Village Maples 



Broccito's Band Will Furnish Special Music During the 
Noon Hour 



1 :30 p. m. 
1 :45 p. m. 



2 :00 p. m. 



4:00 p. m. 
8 :30 p. m. 



Parade, Reviewed by the Governor and Military 
Officers, of Spanish War Veterans, G. A. R., World 
War Veterans, Boy Scouts, and Kindred Societies 
Parade at Attention. 

Unveiling of Shafter Memorial 

Invocation Capt. Geo. W. Plews 

America — Band and Audience 

Led by Mrs. L. V. Rogers 
Parade Continued to Place of Speaking 

Dedicatory Address. Hon. Wm. W. Potter 

Acceptance M. A. Douglass 

Congratulations Governor Albert E. Sleeper 

Address to the Veterans Col, A. H. Gansser 

Band 

Baseball and Athletic Sports. 

Old Tyme Dance. 



J. W. CARR 

107 South Avenue, Battle Creek, filch. 

Monuments, Mausoleums and Ceme- 
tery Work 

J. F WILUAPIS,; Representative, Galesburg 



DR. E. J. HOBBS 

Galesburg, Mich. 

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON 

Office Hours: 12:30 to 2:30 P. ft. 
Evenings, 7:30 to 8:30 



DR. LA VERN ROGERS 

Physician and Surgeon 

W 4 Battle Creek Street Galesburg, Hichigan 

Office Hours 

8:00 to 8:30 A, SVi «:oo to 2:00 P M 
6:30 to 8:00 P, fl. 



THE ARGUS 

THE HOME PAPER FOR HOME 
PEOPLE 
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HIGHLIGHTS— Continued 

(Continued from Page 13) 

In 1910 two important issues were put before the voters : 
bonding for $11,000 to put in a pumping station and fire appara- 
tus, and an ordinance prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors 
in the corporate limits of the village. Both issues passed. 

Wjesley Damerall erected a fine brick block on the corner of 
Main and Pearl Streets in 1912. This structure is occupied by 
the Post Office and Galesburg State Bank. 

On Aug. 4, 1914, Fred Zinn, son of Mr. and Mrs. A.- K. 
Zinn, left Galesburg. He was next heard from in France, as a 
member of the Foreign Legion. He was the first Galesburg 
boy to enter the world war. 

In 1916 Galesburg had its 'first Municipal Christmas Tree. 

In 1917, the State Legislature passed an appropriation giving 
Galesburg a $5,000 memorial to Major-General W)illiam R. 
Shafter. 

*- 

Saturday evening, Feb. 1, 1919, one of the biggest fires Gales- 
burg has suffered started in the Cory Block, from an over J 
heated chimney. It swept out three business blocks, damaging a 
fourth. The Brown Block, one of the three, has been rebuilt. 
The loss was estimated at $40,000. 

Dr. F. A. Towsley, a member of the first graduating class of 
Galesburg High School, died at his home in Midland, Mich., 
July 25, 1919. 

Aug. 22, 1919, the Shafter Memorial is dedicated. It is 
erected at the intersection of Main and Battle Creek Streets. 
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Welcome Home! 

The Old Red Mill is still 
funning six days a week, 
manufacturing that famous 

Snow Bird Flour 

A sack in every home is 
welcome. 



Are you contemplating building? If so, see us 
for the material. We have a complete line in our 
Lumber Yard. Also plenty of coal lor your 
winter use, 



ZINN & AUSTIN 

Millers, Coal and Lumber 
GALESBURG, MICHIGAN 
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Galesburg— 1919 

Population — 800 
Area— One square mile 
Assessed valuation — $521,725.00 

Attendance in the Galesburg Public Schools during the past 
school year — 194 



GALESBURG’S BUSINESS PLACES 

Meats and Groceries- C. A. Dell, C. P Griffith, Coville Bios., 
C. F. Wilcox 

Books and Confectionery — A. D. Smith 
General Store — John Schroder 
Bakery — W. J. Smith 

Grist and Flour Mill Lumber and Building Materials 
Zinn & Austin 
Drugs Blaine Hayes 

Harness and Shoe Repairing— D. J. Haves 
Hardware — H. C. Aldrich & Son, B. A. plsey 
Mi bner 3 7 — Mrs. W. D. Smith 
Ladies Shop — Margaret Smith 

Feed Barn and Auto Livery — Wm. Solomon & Son 
Furniture and Undertaking ~ p. S Wilson 
Funeral Director — C. L- Messick 
Hotel — “Ivy Inn’’, L R- Flint, Mgr. 

Praying — James Pggstaff & Sons 

Garage Jones Garage Co., Ford Sales and Service 

Ne wspaper— Galesburg Weekly Argus 

Blacksmithing — George Cameron 

Creamery — F. P. Stafford 

Barber Shop — B. A. Davis 

Bank Galesburg State Bank 

Tire Chains— Galesburg Chain Co. 
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All Kinds of Commercial Work 

AMATEUR FINISHING 
ENLARGING, COPYING 

Mail Orders Solicited 

W. H. BRISTOL 

Bell Phone 34 PHOTOGRAPHER 

Some Treat 

Our deliciojs Butter, Butter Milk/ 
Cottage Cheese and Sweet Cream, 
Better goods hard to find. 

Galesburg Creamery 
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GALESBURG AFTER THE FliRE OF FEB. 1, 1919 




William Rufus Shafter 



In a little log cabin, still standing just out of Galesburg, 
William Rufus Shafter was born the 16th of October, 1835, the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Shafter, staunch New Englanders. 

Receiving his education in the Galesburg school, at the age 
of twenty-one he began the vocation of school teaching, and 
continued to teach in this part of the state in the winter seasons 
until 1861. 

In 1861, he attended the spring term of Prairie Seminary in 
Richland. At the close of the term, when war was in the air, 
he enlisted in the Seventh Michigan Infantry as first lieutenant, 
being promoted the following year to major of the Nineteenth 
Michigan Infantry, of which regiment he became lieutenant- 
colonel in 1867. 

Then followed a meteorical career as an officer under the 
Union and with the Stars and Stripes in the Spanish-American 
War. Colonel of the Seventeenth United States Colored Troops, 
this being one of the first colored regiments, organized in 1868, 
was his next rank. Colonel Shafter was a participant in the 
siege of Yorktown, in the battles of West Point, Fair Oaks, 
Savage Station, Glendale, Malvern Hills, and in the affair at 
Thompson Station, and in the battles of December 15 and 16, 
1864, in front of Nashville. Passing through the Civil War with 
great credit to himself, he was, in 1865, brevetted brigadier-gen- 
eral, and mustered out of the service in 1866, having been made 
lieutenant-colonel in the regular army, and assigned to the 
Twenty- Fourth Infantry, and entered upon duty on the west- 
ern frontier, in which service he was engaged until his pro- 
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Future Riches Come by Saving 
Protect your Earnings 



GALESBURG STATE BANK 



Across from Drinking Fountain 

Confectionery 
Tobacco and Cigars 
Books and Stationery 

A. D. SMITH 

Our Ice Cream Parlor is Always Cool 
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William Rufus Shafter — Continued 

motion to the colonelcy of the First Infantry in 1879. At the 
outbreak of the Spanish-American War, General Shafter, who 
was brigadier-general in the regular army, was appointed by 
President McKinley, major-general of the volunteers, and was 
assigned to the Fifth Army Corps. To him was intrusted the 
invasion of Cuba, which campaign was so quickly and success- 
fully ended by his victory at Santiago. 

With the close of the war, General Shafter returned to his 
post in command of the Department of California. He has 
won both praise and admiration from the American public on 
account of his great bravery and * knowledge which was uner- 
ring of military tactics. 

Of his private life, little has been recorded. He was married 
in 1862 to Miss Hattie Grimes, of Athens, Calhoun County. 
Michigan. One daughter was born to them. As to the home 
life we must judge from the remarks of his friends who said 
of him: “Always a gentleman, courteous, kind, and loyal:” His 
one delight when granted any furlough or leave was to come 
back to Galesburg and go fishing in the streams he knew in his 
boyhood. 

Having given forty-five almost uninterrupted years of serv- 
ice to his country, at the age of seventy- two, November 12, 
1906, he quietly died at the home of his daughter in Bakersville, 
California, near his last station in the “service.” His wife had 
preceded him in death by several years. The daughter, Mrs. C. 
McKittrick, of Bakersville, is the only near relative who sur- 
vives. 

When they counted out, he was gone. He had answered the 
call up yonder. His battles were f might and his rest had come. 
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The New Meat Market 



PRONOUNCED STRICTLY SANITARY 
BY THE HEALTH OFFICER AND 
VILLAGE PRESIDENT 



Groceries, Fresh Fruits 
Choice Line of Meats 



C. E. WILCOX 

ACROSS THE CORNER FROM THE 
MONUMENT 
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The Shafter Memorial 



Hon. Charles A. Weissert introduced in the 5tate legislature 
in session in 1917 a bill for the erection in the village of Gales- 
burg a memorial to General William R. Shafter, one of Gales- 
burg’s sons. The bill passed and Governor Albert E. Sleeper 
appointed as a committee to arrange for the erection of the 
memorial, William Potter, of Hastings, chairman; M. J. Jor- 
dan, of Middleville and M. A. Douglass, of Galesburg. The 
Shafter Memorial was erected May 30, 1919, on a plot of ground 
at the intersection of Main and Battle Creek Streets, given the 
village by I. R. Jones. The dedication took place August 22, 
1919. 
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COR additional copies of this 
A booklet send 12c in stamps 
to Ayres Raymond, Box 208, 
Galesburg, Mich, 



